
CONGRESSIONAL.
Thirty-Fifth Con*rem-First feteaaion.

THURSDAY, DEC. 17, 1867.

SENATE.
Hon 8. R Mallobt, from the State of Florida, and

Hon. Sam Hocstum, from the State of Texas, appeared in
their seata thin uiorning.
A large number of jietitlona were presented, and referredto the appropriate committees alto, sundry papers

were withdrawn from the flies of the Semite for the purposeof reference. ^
NOTICBB or BILLS.

Mr ItttODKRlC'h. gave notice of hit intention to intro|duce a hill to authoriae and direct the payment of certain
moneys into the treasury of the State of California which
were collected in the ports of said State as a revenue uponimports since the ratification of the treaty of peace betweenthe United States and the republic of Mexico, and
prior to the adininaion of said State into the Union.

Mr. BAYARD gave notice of his intention to iutroduce
a hill to provide for the public printing, binding, and en|

I graying. v>i w,

Mr WILSON gave notice of his intention to introduce
a bill granting to the cities of Washington and Georgetownone million acres of the public lauds fot the support

I
' of common schools. 1*

BANKS or Till DISTRICT OF OtU-UMBlA.

Mr. SL1DKLL submitted the following resolution ;
which was considered by unanimous consent and agreed
to:

Raolvtd, That a select committee of five be appointed
by the President pro Itmpvr* to examine into the condition
of the corporations or aMOcbitions acting as bonks of dolomite,discount, oud issue in the District of Columbia,
and the authority under which said corporations or associationsassume to transact the business of bonking, with
power to send for persons and papers, and to examine
witnesses under oath.; also, to iuijuirc whether any, and
wliat, further legislation Is necessary to regulate oud controlhanks of depoaite, circulation, and issue in the Dis.6/^nlnnilila o«il fn y.Ant hv Kill i»r 4itlmrifIon

The PRESIDENT pro ten accordingly appointed Messrs.
Slidkll, Polk, Bkodekick, Thomson of New Jersey, and
Haw: as said committee.

hcsoll'tions adoitku.

Ou motion by Mr. TRUMBULL, a resolution was

adopted that the credentials of the sitting members of the
Senate from the State of Indiana, together with all the
Iwiper* on flic protesting against their right to hold seats,
or relating to their election us senators in Congress by the
legislature of Indiana, be referred to the Committee on

the Judiciary.
Ou motion by Mr. UWIN, a resolution was adopted

that so much of the President's mossage and accompanyingdocuments as refers to the subject of a national railroadfrom the Mississippi valley to the Pacific oceau be
referred to a select committee of nine members, to be appointedby the President pro tern.
The PRESIDENT pro tern, accordingly appointed Messrs.

O win, Douglas, Bright, Davis, Hunter, Seward, Bell,
Foot, and Iverson us said committee.
On motion by Mr. SEWARD, a resolution was adopted

requesting the President of the United States, if compat
ible with the public iuterest, to communicate to the Senatecopies of any correspondence which may have taken
place between the Department of State and the British
and French ministers on the subject of claims for losses
alleged to have been sustained by subjects of Great Britainand France at the bombardment of Ureytown.

kansas affairs.

Mr. TRUMBULL rem,irked tbat the resolution adopted
yesterday, calling for the correspondence, orders, instructions,&c.., in relation to tin; affairs of Kansas, did not
cover the whole ground, as only the governor of Kansas
was mentioned, whereas it was well known that that officerhad lieun absent from the Territory a portion of the
time. He therefore submitted the following resolution :

Rrtolueil, That the President I*' requested to cominu/nicate to the Senate all correspondence between himself
or any of the departments and any governor, or other
officer or person, in the employment of the government
in Kansas Territory not heretofore communicated, togetherwith all orders and instructions which htive been
issued to the governor of said Territory, or any other ofliecror person in said Territory, in relation to Kansas
affairs.

Mr. MASON naked thixt it might lie over.
Mr. PI.7GH submitted the following resolution as a substitutefor that of Mr. Trcmbvm.
Retolred, That the President be requested to communicateto the Senate copies of the following documents
1. lteturn of the votes taken in Kansas Territory at

the October election, 1856, upon the question of calling
a convention to frame a constitution and State government.

2. Act of the territorial legislature (in obedience to
that vote) calling such n convention, and providing for
the apportionment and election of delegates to the same

.'I. The census and registration of voters, by counties
or precincta, as taken under that act.

4 The apportionment of delegates made upon the returnsof such census and registration.
5. Returns of the election by counties for delegates to

the convention.

k6. Returns of the last election, by counties, for
mi»Ti1>i>ra of the territorial lceislature and a delegate
in Congress.

7. Proclamations of the governor or acting governor
upon the subject of the census, registration of voters, and
the several elections hereinbefore specified.

8. Journal of the convention held at Lecompton to
frame a constitution and State government.

These resolutions accordingly lie over until to-morrow,
tinder the rule.

B1LU) INTRODUCED.

Mr. FOOT, in pursuance of notice, asked and obtained
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of George P. Marsh,
and a bill to grant a homestead of one hundred and sixty
acres of the public lands to actual settlers. Also, a joint
resolution as to the constitutional power of the Executive
for the removal of commissioned officers of the army and
navy.

Mr. BROWN introduced A hill to authorlzo notaries
public to take and certify oaths, affirmations, and acknowledgmentsin certain cases.

Mr. GWIN, in pursuance of notice, asked and obtained
leave to introduce a bill to authorise and facilitate the
construction of a northern, a southern, and a central Pacificrailroad and magnetic telegraph through the territoriesof the United States.
He also introduced a bill to organise the Territory of

Ai isona, and to create the office of surveyor general therein,to provide for the examination of certain land claims,
to grant donations to actual settlers, to survey the public
and private lands, and for other purposes.

Mr. PUGH introduced a bill for the improvement of
navigation at the falls of the Ohio river ; also, a bill to
provide for a survey of the Ohio river and its principal
tributaries ; also, a bill to Authorise writs of error In all
cases prosecuted by indictment.

Mr. CLAY, in pursuance of notice, asked and obtained
leave to introduce a bill repealing all laws or parts of
laws allowing bounties to vessels employed in the banks
or other cod-fisheries.

Mr. JONES introduced a bill making a grant of land
to the State of Iowa, in alternate sections, to aid in the

| construction of a railroad from Keokuk and Kort Madison,
through the southern tier of counties in said State, to the
Missouri; also, a bill making a grant of lands to the
same State, to aid in the construction of a railroad from
McGregor's landing to the western boundary of said
State.
The above D1LM were severally reaa twice una reierrca

to the appropriate committees.
TEiAWRT NOTW.

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Finance, reporteda bill to authorise the issue of treasury notes and
as it was an important measure, and had the sanction of
the Secretary of the Treasury, he asked that it might be
immediately taken up for consideration.

Mr. SIMMONS did not see the necessity for the adoptionof the measure, and hoped he would have an opportunityto examine the subject before being called upon to
give ids vote.

Mr. SEWARD hoped the bill would be read for information,and then the members of the Senate conld judge
better whether they were prepared to vote for it or not.
The bill was then read. It authorises the President to

cause such sums to be issued as the exigencies of the pub-
lie service may require, but not at any time to exceed the
amount of twenty millions of dollars, nor shall any notes
be issued of a loss denomination than fifty dollars. The
notes are to be paid and redeemed at the treasury after
the expiration of one year from their respective dates
and shall bear such rates of Interest as shall be expressed
upon their face. The first issue is not to exceed aix mil-
lions of dollars, and the rate of interest thereupon shall
be fixed by the Secretary of the Treasury, with the approbationof the President, in no case, however, to exceed
six per cent, per annum The residue shall be raised, in
whole or in part, after public advertisement of not lew
than thirty days, as the Secretary of the TVcaaury may direct,by exchanging them at their par value for
specie to bidders who shall agree to make the exchange

[ ft

tit the lowest irttat of interest, not exceeding 6 per tjv
cent. provided that alter their maturity tire in b)M
terest ou bald none ahali '-ease at the expiiotion of '<ji
sixty days' notice of the readiness to pay and redeem the
name, which may at any time be given by the Secretary pr<
of the Treasury. Payment or redemption of such notes siti
shall he made to the lawful holders thereof, respectively, as

upon their presentation at the treasury, including both Pel
principal and interest . and the faith of the government is pai
solemnly pledged to the redemption of the notes. The vai

bill also provides that no notes shall be pledged, hy- to

pothersled, sold, or disposed of in any way, for auy pur- chi

pons whatever, either directly or indirectly, fur any sum it 1
less than the amount of principal and interest thereon hei
Maid notes may he transferred by assiguiueut, and shall for
be received in payment of all del'ta and taxes levied tiy ne:

the authority of the United States, and In jwyment for an

tire public lands. Authority is also given to purchase
said notes at any time, at the proper amount of principal uU
and interest. The remainder of the bill relates to the gui
details necessary to carry it into effect, provides penalties tlx
for forgery, Ac.

Objection being made, the further consideration of the tlii
bill wss imstponed until to-morrow. He

ruauc raiMTU.
The hour of one o'clock having arrived, the fteuate

proceeded to the election of a public priuter. Before the v*'
balloting, however,

Mr. J0HN8GN, of Arkausas, moved to reconsider ths J""resolution adopted yesterday, in order that he might iu- j?'1
sert a proviso in It, to the effect that the right is reserved :

to Congress to change or modify any or all the existing
laws on the subject of the public printing, it it shall deem ''

proper, and that such modification shall afford no ground
of auy claim on the part of the public printer to iudeiuiiiiicationtherefor. The motion was agreed to, and the ;
resolution changed accordingly. '

The ballots having been received and counted, the re- ,

suit was announced as follows wij
Whole number of votes - -49 tjC(
Necessary to a choice --J5 ^j1(
Win. A. Harris received 2H ror

George M. Weston 18 mc
Cornelius Wendell.* - 1 jju
John C. Rives 1 ror
Blank -1

Mr. HarriM, having received a majority of all the votes jou
cast, was announced aa duly elected.

Mr. DOUGLAS remarked that lie hud not voted, for
reasons satisfactory to himself. j

After the consideration of executive business, the Ben- pra
ate adjourned. jiel

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
The House was opened with prayer. up<
After the reading of the journal, du<
Mr. LKIDY, ol' Pennsylvania, announced the death of per

his colleague, Hon. Jomx G. Momoombky, iu the followingappropriate address:
Mr. Speaker, it has become my duty to-day to announceto yon and to this House the death of my

immediate predecessor, the Hon. John G. Mo.ytuomkut,a member elect of the Thirty-lifth Congress for the j
twelfth district of the State of Pennsylvania. Mr. Moktoouxrywas born in Paradise, then in Northumberland c<"

county, in the State of Pennsylvania, in the year 1805. nul
When he had attained a proper uge.having pursued his she
preparatory studies in the vicinity of his home.he en- the
tered Washington College, in Washington county, at apj
which institution he graduated with honor In 1824, I lie- ,

lieve a member of the same class with Gov. Wise, of
Virginia. ter

Having completed his oollegiate course, he immediately toe
commenced the study of the law uuder the direction and tuc
instruction of the Hon. Alem Marr, formerly a member ^ir
of this House, and a geutleman of deservedly high repu-
tut ion as well for his legal learning and talents as for gen- (i
eral intelligence. In the year 1826 he was admitted to
practice in the several courts of Columbia county, and dul
soon rose to an honornble standing in his profession, ing
Shortly after his admission to the bar he was appointed disi
district attorney for the county of Columbia, and for scv- wp
eral year* continue*) to discharge the duties of that office (
with credit to himself and to the entire satisfaction of the
public. He continued the practice of the law successfullyuntil the year 1865, when he reluctantly consented kru
to become a candidate for member of the State legisla- sur

ture ; was nominated and elected ; and so well did he tur
discharge the duties of that office, so ably acquit hiinBelf
as a legislator, that, before the expiration of his first
term, the public mind had fixed upon him as the next
representative for the district on this floor.
Immediately after his return from the legislature ho

was appointed a delegate to the Cincinnati Convention, in
which he zealously labored for, and aided in, the nominationof our present Chief Magistrate, having been one
of his earliest and flrrnest friends.
When the time for making a congressional nomination

in the district arrived, he was nominated us the democraticcandidate for Congress for the twelfth district; and,
at the ensuing election in October, 1856, was triumph- ,.

antly elected by a majority exceeding 2,000 tire largest
majority which any candidate for Congress bail received
in the district for many years.
About the 1st of March, 1857, he visited Washington

for the purpose of witnessing the ceremonies of the inau- (
guration, and also of attending to the interests of his frfe
constituents at the organization of the new odministralion: and while here. stoDDins at the National Hotel.
contracted that mysterious disease which lias proved fatal e

to so many of the sojourners In this city on that occa- T
sion. He remained here a few days alter the first synip- lK'r
torn* of the disease manifested themselves, and finding 1
that he was still growing worse, he returned to his homo Qf ,
in Danville, to avail himself of the kind attentions of his
family, and the services of his family physician, in whose
skill he hod the most unbounded confidence, in the hope '

of a speedy restoration to health. But in this he was nC51

disappointed and after lingering for nearly two months, our

ids disease baffling all medical skill, lie departed this life go\
on the 24th of April, 1857. m

Mr. Montoomkry was a sound lawyer and able advocate,
and well versed in all the general political questions of
his day. He was fearless and free in the expression of ",el

his opinions, firm in his adherence to, and defence of, ,eH*
what he believed to Ire truth, and Isold and nncompro- of)
mising in combating error. He was a kind husband and 1
lather, a true friend, an ostimable citizen, an honest UI1j
man. I have thus briefly sketched so much of tlio his- ^tory of his life and character as is proper for this time and ,

place. bo*
1 may, however, be permitted to add that, in the death

of Mr. Montuomuly, not only have his family and friends
suffered a most melancholy bereavement, but the people 'p0
of his district, his constituents, who had so recently given (l
him a most flattering testimonial of their confidence, have
sustained a loss which they deeply feel and sincerely doplore.They liave been deprived of the services of one
whose eminent talents would liave soon gained for him '1 J
an honorable position on this floor, and whose integrity
aud social qualities would have secured for him the con- *n<.
fidencc and esteem of ids fellow-mcmbcrs.

I stand not here to pronounce his eulogy ; but, hav- n

ing known him intimately for many years, in all the re-
ct

lotions of life, civil, social, and professional, I would here
bear testimony to his worth as a citizen, his virtues as a

c .c
man. .P

Mr. Mojrraommr, at the time of his death, was about
fifty-two years of age. lie had entered upon public life con

with a mind well disciplined, and a judgment well matnrml.and with a institution. uhvKical and mental.
which gave fair promise of many yew of usefulness and .

honor But, alusl how vain are all human expectations !
How uncertain all litunau hopes 1 With the brightest J*
prospects, and the highest hopes, in a day when he look- r,
ed not for it, and in an hour when he thought not, he a

was stricken down by an unseen hand. The grave, which r

never snith " it is enough," claimed him as a victim. ?.
The dust has returned to dust, and the spirit has gone to y1

(4od, who gave it. Ho is dead ! How solemnly this
brief sentence foils upon the ear I How groat, how fear- "

fill the change which it indicates in the condition of its K

subject | Vet only a few more days, or a few more an

years, at most, shall have passed away, and other lips ,

will pronounce, concerning each of us " Ho is dead !"
Twice already, since our assembling here, have we been |[>(

called upon in this solemn manner to remember that we
are mortal; and to-<lay, for the thin) time, our thoughts °°}
arc arrested and turned to the contemplation of death,
the grave, and the future that lies beyond. May we all
continually heed the solemn admonition, so oft repeated, P
" Be ye also ready."

1 offer the following resolutions :

RrnJtvH, That the House have heard witlr deep and
unfeigned regret of the death of the Hon. John 0. MostUMU»T,a member elect of the Thirty-fifth Congress from
tire twelfth congressional district of Pennsylvania.

Hadvti, That , as a testimony of respect for the memo- P£
ry of the deceased, the piomhrrs and officers of this House
will wear the usual badge of monrning for thirty days.

HsnVsaf, That ths Clerk forward to tire family of the
deceased a copy of these proceedings. th

Henolvtd, That, os a further mark of respect to tire bp
memory of the deceased, this House do now adjourn. of
Mr FLORENCE. The vory limited acquaintance that th

1 had with my deceased colleague, the representative from be
tho Luserne district, hardly justifies me in rising at this mi
time to say a word in seconding tho resolutions. That in
short acquaintance, however, impressed me with the lie- de
lief that, in the performance of the duties of a rcpresenta- w<

e lA Iho LKruplc of liia district, tie wouUl prove to have
in a good selection prove to tie entirely competent and
ml to the performance of thorn duties,
lite suddenness of hie decease, end the cause which
xlueed U, made him aliuoft a martyr, In political polou,to the cauae which he lied espoused coining here,
he did, to witneea, to him and to the whole people of
unaylvania, an event in their history, to whatever
rty they uiay belong.the inaughratioti of a Penney1nlaPresident he contracted during that Joyous tribute
the distinguished geutleuiaii who tills the President's
air a disease which wan the cause of his death Sir,
warns us that in the midst of life, in the luidst of
slth, surrounded though we may be with all the comtsof life, the unerriug shafts of death may pierce us

at. It admonishes us, "Be ye also ready, for iu such
hour as ye think not the Bon of man rometh.''

I second the resolutions 1 concur entirely in the trib
which has been paid to the memory of this dlstinishedgentleman, and regretting his decease, trust that

* resolutions may pass.
Previously, however, without deal ring to interfere lu
s mournful occasion, 1 would propose that when this
iuse adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday neat.
Before the adoption of the resolutions,
Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, said that he regarded
s practice of the House In adjourning on account of
- decease of a member elect to Congress who had
rer taken his seat, and with whom none of the ruemr*had associated, as setting a wrong precedent. It was

first time In his congressional service that the attempt
:1 been made to fix the precedent of adjourning the
use on account of the death of one who hail never
in sworn In as a member of the body. He desired the
atleman from Pennsylvania distinctly to understand
it these suggestions did not spring from any indisposi

lon his part to jury a tribute of res|iect to the memory
tire deceased, but from a desire to get at the work for
ich the body had convened.
Mr. .STEPHENS, of Georgia, remarked that this pracIwas sustained by the precedents of the House and
> Senate. Tire gentleman from Kentucky was in er.In Ids opinion, the resolutions were due to the
mory of one who had been elected to a seat in this
use ; therefore, he hoped that the House would conmto the precedent heretofore set.
Hie resolutions were then adopted and the House ailrned,

pxtitiox, etc.

8y Mr. PHILLIPS The petition of Mrs. D. Mirns,
tying the puseage of a law authorizing the payment to
of certain amounts of loan, Ac., Sic. : referred to the

fumittoe of Claims.
Mr. FLORENCE gave notice that on to-morrow, or

>u some subsequent day, be would ask leave to intro.0" A bill to equalize the army, navy, and marine
isions."

COMPLIMENT TO HUN. H. J. ANDERSON.

TukAsvuv Dkpailtusnt,
Office of Commissioner of Customs, Dec. 4, 1867.

>ir It is with sincere regret wc learn that our official
inexiou with you is about to terminate by your rcsigionof the office of Commisioner of Customs. We
mid do great injustice to our own feelings to permit
occasion to pang without expressing our Reuse of the

lity with which your official duties have l>een disirged,the fidelity with which, during your official
ni, the public interests have been regarded and proted.At the same time we would express our gratilefor the gentlemanly consideration, courtesy, and
idness which have been so uniformly exhibited towards
l>oth in your official and social intercourse. While punc.lity,fidelity, aud efficiency in the discharge of official
Lies have, under all circumstances, been required, noth:has occurred during the period of our connexion to
turb or diminish the feelings of respect and kindness
h which you have been regarded.
)f the relations which have existed between us we

.11 ever cherish the most pleasant and grateful remcmnce,and in parting wc respectfully and sincerely naeyon of our kindest and heartiest wishes for your fueprosperity and happiness.
Very respectfully,

Thomas Feran,
John D. Barclay,
J. Bartram North,
Wm. H. Codman,
Thos. E. Martin,
IxmlR Brand,
H. A. Lockwood,
Chan. K. Sherman,
William Miller,
Henry C. Stromoji,
George Marston.

ro H. J. A.ndsbson, Esq.,
Washington, D. C.

Washington, Dec. 10, 1857.
IbktUDODI : In acknowledging the reception of your
ndly letter of the 4th inst. 1 l>eg to express my sinbthanks for the kindly spirit in which you have re- 1
ed to our personal intercourse, and the complimenta- j
luid partial manner In which you have spoken of the (
formance of my official duties.
n retiring from the position which, during the period
nore tlian four years, has brought me into almost !

ly association with each one of you, I may be allowed (

express my gratification at the thought that the con- <

don lias been mutually agreeable, and the belief that j
labors have not been altogether unprofitable to the (
-eminent. To the diligence and fidelity with which
i have discharged your official duties I take pleas- *

in Waring the fullest testimony, anil I shall ever remberwith the highest satisfaction the constant manlationof personal respect ami kindness from each one

on.

11 dissolving an association so wholly uniningled with
ileasant recollections, I assure yon 1 shall always re1a lively interest in your welfare, and offer you my
t wishes for your future happiness.
With the highest regard, I am your friend, &c.

H. J. ANDERSON.
Messrs. Thomas I'kran and others, clerks in the ofiico
if commissioner of customs.

rhoinas Penny died at the Naval Asylum, near this
r, yesterday, aged 81 years This gallant tar was one
he crew of Commodore Perry's flag ship Iawrence,
fought most nohly on board that vessel until, owing

tier disabled condition, it waa determined that ComdoroPerry should go on board the Niagara, when
my was selected as one of the crew of the boat that
i to convey his brave commander. The passage was

ctc<l amid a storm of round shot and grape, which
Intered many of the oars and so shattered the boat
,t when It reached the Niagara it was in a sinking
iditiou. The character of the fight on lioard the lawco,in which this heroic seaman, Penny, acted his part
h cool and determined courage, may be gathered from
fact that out ofa ctew of one hundred and three, fit for

ty, ttrmhf-two vert killed and lixty-thrm mrnnded. The passiof Perry from the Lawrence to the Niagara, under the
of the enemy in an opon lioat, is justly regarded as

at of personal heroism scarcely paralleled in the hlsyof naval warfare, and It is but fair that the names
these devoted but humble men, who perilled their
M in the same enterprise, should be heralded to a

iteful country. Thomas Penny was a true-hearted
lerican sailor, and his messmates hear testimony to
many sterling traits of character, both on sea and

id..Philadelphia Fenntyhxintem, Dee. 15.

Hie Iluffalo Oommercial contains the advertisement of
> Ijike Navigation Company for the sale of twenty of
>ir vemels, owing to the embarrassments of the great
nmerclal Interests consequent upon the late financial 1
sis, cutting off the customary channels of accommodernThe capital stock of the late Navigation Company
Id in is $971,000, which is principally invested in
ty-two first-class vessel* of the largest siss, and five
[rerior tugs, to protect and facilitate by towing in the
era and harbor*.a fleet with sufficient capacity to
>vc 1.000.000 bushels of grain each trip. The property
the company at a low volnation la laid to exceed
20.000, of which $200,000 la for vessels purchased the
-sent icMon, and moat of which t« not payable till
5ft or lftM

l

Dmoovaay o» 0u> awn Vai+jahi.e Mimic.. According to
e i'ftrii Pay, there ha* just Wn discovered in the i(
iry of St. Mark, Venice, a oollcotlon of nineteen pieces
miuic in Strode!la'a own handwriting, remarkable lot
eir melody and elegance. I'p to this time It has been
Ueved that nothing survived of the works of this reirkablccoin pospr but the famous hymn he was singing
the Sixtine Chapel at the niopicpt the three awMssips,
patched for the purpose by the patricians of Venice,
re about to murder him

WA.SH1.VUTON CITY.'
FRIDAY MORNWO, DISC. II, 1M7.

CONGRKHR.THURSDAY.
8snatb..A large number of petitions were presentedand appropriate!y referred ; also, several

bills were introduced, of which notice had previouslybeen given, the most important of which are the
Pacific railroad l>di. a bill organizing the Territory of
Arizona, and a homestead bill.
A select committee was appointed, on the motion

of Mr. Slide11, to investigate the condition of the
banks of the District of Columbia; also, a select
committee, on the motion of Mr. (twin, on the subjectof a Pacific railroad.
On motion by Mr. Trumbull, the credentials of

Messrs. Bright and Pitch were referred lo the Committeeon the Judiciary, together with the protests
presented at the lust session against their right to
their seats.

Mr. Hunter reported a kill to authorize the issue
of treasury notes ; which he will call up for considerationto-morrow. The Senate then elected Wm.
A. Harris as Public Printer, and, after an executive
session, adjourned.

Hoi'hk or BrrRKSKNTATiVKs..The death of Hon.
John G. Montgomery, member elect from the twelfth
congressional district of Pennsylvania, was announcedto-day by his colleague, Mr. Loidy, who
delivered an appropriate address. Mr. Florence, of
Pennsylvania, also paid a tribute to tho virtues of
the deceased, and, after the adoptiou of the usual
resolutions, the House adjourned.

ELECTION OF SENATE PRINTER.
The editor of the Union does not stop to inquire

what is usual or customary on such an occasion, but,
feeling grateful to his friends in the Senate, he
hastens to tender them his sincere thanks for the
electiou of Printer to that body, which they were

pleased to bestow upon liim yesterday. This mark
of their confidence will inspire him continually
with still greater zeal in the advocacy of those

political principles which they and he entertain in
common, while it will be his constunt effort to perform

tho duty this election imposes in a faithful and
acceptable manner.

He also makes his acknowledgments to his coteinporariesof this city for the very agreeablo and complimentaryterms in which his nomination for the
office to which lie lias boeu elected was mentioned
in their respective journals.

ARRIVAL OF THE VICE PRESIDENT.
The Hon. John C. Breckinridge, the Vice Presidentof tho United States, leached Washington yes

:. r i,.. i,j«
Lui ucij niurumg iivuii uio uuuva. ».u <>»d u.»

tersat Browns' Hotel.

WHAT 18 POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY 1

Wo fear that Home of our democratic friends are

falling into a fundamental error aa to the true

meaning of territorial popular sovereignty. This
doctrine was incorporated into tho democratic platformaa the best constitutional solution of the slavery
question. Until recently, we had supposed that there
was an entire unanimity of sentiment as to its purportand meaning. Abolitionists controverted it in
its inception, and maintained that Congress alone

possessed sovereignty in tho Territories. They were

forced to maintain this tyrannical principle in order
to uphold the power which they claimed for
the prohibition of slavery in the Territories.
The public mind revolted nt such an outrage on

tho great fundamental principle of American republicanism.It was the assertion of the doctrine
of unlimited legislative power against which our

fathers protested, and finally resorted to arms.

When drivefl by the force of argument and publicsentiment from this despotic assertion of concessionalpower, abolitionism went to the other extreme,and sought to make tho doctrine of popular
lovereignty subservient to its schemes for resisting
ind overthrowing all law and order in the Territory
)f Kansas, and of justifying open and flagrant acts

>F insurrection and reueinon. n wan uimer hub

)retoxt that the authority of the rcgularly-constituled
legislative assembly of Kansas was defied and relisted.Tt was on no other ground than a pcrverlionof this doctrine that the Topuka convention applied

to Congress to have its constitution recognised
md the State admitted. Tt is upon the same misconitrnction

of popular so veruiguty that abolitionism now
'osists and denounces as invalid the organization and
iction of the late Kansas convention.

If the democratic party has a plank in its platform
>n which fanaticism can stand and resist the authorities

providod for the government of a Territory.if
the doctrine of territorial self-government can enable
'action to run riot over law and order, and to commitcrimes of the deepest dye with impunity.in a

ivord, if popular sovereignty is to be made a successfulcloak for insurrection, rebellion and treason,
it is high time that it be torn from our platform
ind rejected with universal scorn. But our political

creed contains no such cloak for crimes and crirniials,
and the time has come once more when all trne

lemocruts should step forward to vindicato their
"aith. It is 110 more reason for us to repudiate popuar

sovereignty because bad men pervert it to crimiial
purposes than it would be to repudiate libarty

because factionists and demagoguea seek to shelter
their offences against the public good under the name

>f freedom.
Lot us understand distinctly what is popular bovaroignty,and wo can have no excuse for falling into

the "fundamental error''of supposing that tho resistancenow being made in Kansas to the proceedingsof its late constitutional convention can he justified
on the doctrine of territorial self-goveriuneut.

The people of Kansas liavo the right to regulate
their domestic institutions in their own way, subject
only to the constitution of the United States. That
is the general definition of popular sovereignty. It
ia not meant that every individual one of this peoplehas a right to commit crimes with impunity. It
is not meant that any number of individuals of this

people have the right to disregard law and order,
and to excuse their offences under the plea of popularsovereignty. When we speak of "the people" of

Kansas, we speak of an organised political community.oneliving under an organic form of government
provided by Congress. When we speak of tho right
of this people to regnlste their domestic matters "in

their own way," we spe^k of an organized political
community exeroising their right of seli-govrrnment
in a legal way, but that imy adopted by themulrn m

thnit conformity with law and order. Kansas is provided
with a charter of territorial government. Tho

people ue tbus furnished/w^fh aiyffo necessary *

chiftery for governing theui»elve»i and they hsvfe a

right, in tile working of this llhuo y, to regulate
their affairs hi tkttr own way, 1nil this right can only
be exercised in a legal tray. Their charter provides
for the exercise of legislative powers on all rightftil
subjects. It is either (action, or insubordination, or inj
surrectiou, or rebellion, or treason, according to circuuistauces,for anj number of people to disregard the

I legal way provided for ths exercise of the rights of
the community aud to attempt to adopt another way
that is not sanctioned by legal steps Popular saver-

eignty, there/art, contemplates self-government according
to laws enacted by regularly-constituted legislative tribunals.

When the people of Kansas elected their

legislature they ]*>rformed au act of popular sovereignty,and their legislature tlieu became " the

people" for the enactment of laws mi "all rightfulsubjects." It was not a requisite of popular
sovereignty that thoee laws should be submitted for
ratification to the popular vote. The enactment of
laws by the representatives of the people is the act
of the people, aud is therefore legitimate and practical

popular sovereignty. The legislature may, us

often as they please, refer their acts to the popular
vote, but that is not essential to llie proper enjoymentof popular sovereignty. Those who opposed
and denounced and resisted the laws passed by the
Kaunas legislature were not exercising popular sovereignty,but they were committing high criminal
offences, and seeking to shield themselves by an

abuse of a great fundamental principle of popular
government.

In like manner we might proceed to illuc'rate the
truo ineauing of popular sovereignty by referring to
the act of the Kansas legislature which provided for

calling a constitutional convention. That was a

"rightful subject" of legislation, and the people, to

all intents and purposes, called that convention.
it wan done by their reproscntativos, and it was

an i.Tfrpiwn hv the neonlo of the riirht of self-

government. The convention which wis chosen
was tho legal representative of "the people,"
anil through their representatives they oxercisod
tlieir rfght of self-government by framing a constitution*.Tlioso who deny the legality and validityof the act calling tho convention, or of tho
convention itself, or of its proceedings and results,
and stand out in resistance of this legitimate exercise

of popular sovereignty, are guilty of a serious
political offence which can never he excused or justifiedby an abuse of the doctrine of popular sovereignty.If we are correct in the meaning we attach
to this doctrine, it follows that the President and
those who support him 011 tho Kansas question are

carrying out faithfully tho principle of tho democratic
party 011 the subject of territorial popular sovereignty.Democrats who oppose the administration on

this subject should pause and ask themselves,
"Whither ark wr uoisu ?"

HARMONY AND UNION.
It 1h by no means surprising that the black-republicanpress should exult over tho poBHible estrangementfrom the democratic party of some of those in the

northern States who have, up to this moment, aided
in its success and rejoiced in its victories. They
distinctly perceive that their own prospects of ultimatevictory are discouraging indeed, except through
the division and separation of the dominant party.
Their congratulations over the discontent of a few
should admonish the latter of the possible effects
that may follow their ill-advised course, and that, if

persisted in, they must find refuge, where all other
discontents have found it, in the ranks of tho opposition.We do not, lipwever, entertain any syrious
apprehensions that the hopes of tho black-republicanswill be realized. On a single point there is a

rvf rvnivtirm Ai-nnncr niHiillHTft f»f tllft

ocratic party as to the proper policy to pursue.The issue in a temporary oue, that must quickly
tint! itH solution in the action of the people of Kansas

themselves, or in the authoritativo action of Congress.
Wisdom and sound policy urge that no hasty

decision shall ho pronounced upon a transitory issuewhich might array a section of the party against
a democratic administration and a great majority of
its own members. The tone of the dissenting press

justifies the assertion that such considerations are

having their proper weight; all agree in utterly repudiatingthe idea that they can coalesce with the

black-republicans. The cause of estrangement will
be removed the moment Kansas shall have been admittedinto the Union as a Htate.an event that cannot

now be long postponed. Thenceforth the Kansasquestion will cease to be an issue affecting nationalpolitics, and the pcoplo of Kansas will have
no occasion to obtrude the management of their local

affairs upon congressional notice.
We liavo indulged in the foregoing remarks in orderto introduce to the attention and approbation of

our readers tbo subjoined article, in tiie same spirit,
from the New Jersey "True American," well known
as the leading organ of the New Jersey democracy.
Its exhortation is well-timed, and the importance to

the perpetuity of the Union of maintaining the integrityand harmotrv of the democratic party is by
no means over-estimated :

fiftasd to tour arms..The peace and hopes of the
country are centred in the harmony and union of the
democratic party. It is now, as it ever has bean, the
only true national |>arty. It alone puts forth principles
of government clearly recognised by the constitution and
the father* of the republic, and presents a twain of governmentalpolicy recognised and approved by a majority of
the people of the country. Ever since the organisation
of the government its multifarious and delicate concerns

have been successfully conducted principally by the applicationof the democratic policy, until the Union liaa enlargedits borders beyond the Rocky mountains on the
west, and the Oulfof Mexico on the south. From a few
sparsely-settled villages, we have swelled the uumbcr of
onr inhabitants to twenty-live millions increased our

commerce to the astonishment of the Old World penetratedforests and laid bare to the smiling sun millions of
cultivated fields, rich with the rewards of honest and frugaltoil.

All this has been accomplished principally by the infusioninto all the departments of government the principlesand administrative ability of statesmen of the dam
ocratic school. But, above and beyond all these considerations,democratic men and measures have interposed,
time and again, to stay the fratricidal hand of disunion,
raised to dismember the family of States, and to army In
hostility the brethren of one common country. Ksctiou
has reared its head but to fall before the Hercules of democracy,and when all the interests of this great confederacywere shaken to their centre by the alarming strides
of treason and abolition, the democracy, invoking the
patriotism of the past and the hopes of the future, lallied
as one man to the desperate struggle, and saved the
Union

Ik Tt wise, in view of the great mission of the demo
eratir party.In view of Its glorious antecedents- to give
to the foes of the bonntry the opportunity for reorganise
tion and the prospects of success by an abandonment of
our happy Union and a division of otir forces f Is this a

time for the statesmen of the democratic party to' abandonan lntrenchment and permit Our udly foe to spike our

guns ? Have we forgotten the fearful struggles of the
psstf Are we ready to abandon the great mission,

which (teem* to be Heaven-directed, of handing dowu t«
Wwtcrity unimpaired a constitution written and sealed
& the blood of the patriot* of the revolution '

jf Like the Union itaelf, if once severed, there will be
found no adhesive property firmly to unite it again Our
foes are jubilant at the pruapect of dissolution The
black wings of abolltiou are already spread in exultation
Let us take warning. Let us stand to our arms. Thenmayexist at the present moment motives for diflrt
noes of opinion between men of the same |>olitlc«l

creed, but none for dissension, none for division ; and we
have reason to hope and lielieve that the exultation of
the enemies of the democracy is premature and unfound
ed. If true to ourselves no haiin can befall us ; neither
the wise, prudent, and sagacious chieftain of our |*rrt\
nor any of its great leaders will permit a dissolution of
those ties which hind the democracy of the Union together,nor will they permit any sacrifice of the great
principles which have so long sustained us, and made our

every effort successful. Stand to your arms, we say,
democrats But let them be printed at the prowling en

emy, who, under the guise of friendship, is approaching
your ramp and not on the friends, who are with yon and
of you, and without whom you would be an easy prey to
your relentless foga. '

Simultaneously with the receipt of tlta foregoing
from the northern section of the Union, we find irt a

leading southern cotemporary strong expressions of
confideuce in the continued harmony of the democraticparty. The southern opposition journals lose
no opportunity of representing the northern democracyas identified in sentiment on the agitating questionsof the past lew years with their black-republicanenemies ; aud they have (mixed upon the currentembroilment as u new development sustainingthese misrepresentations. The party to which
they once belonged huving been utterly sectionalizedand broken'down, they seek to drag
down the democratic party to the same condition.Thoy pursue this course regardless of the
fact that but one national party now exists, and
in despite of the convictions of thinking men, that,
when national parties shall have ceased to exist, a

disruption of the Union itself must inevitably follow.
Opinion in the two sections of the Union will then
have become so utterly hostile that a longer political
association will be intolerable to either. Such misrepresentations,however, have not and cannot impairthe confidence of the southern democracy in the
fidelity of their northern brethren to the principles
of the constitution; nor will that coufideuoe be disturbedshould another defection from its ranks occur,greater oven than auy its past history has witnessed.It is with much satisfaction that we are

able to quote from the Mobile Register, one of the
ablest papers of the South, whose disposition to

protect the interests of that section is proverbial,
an expression of confidence in the northern democracyfully sustaining the sentiments we have here

expressed
Tub l'nospscT Annan..The prospect of a serious ruptureof tiic democratic party, which its vanquished and

vindictive foes have been flattering themselves would
arise out of the Kansas issue, is by no means so imminent
as was at first to be inferred from the violent denuuriutionswith which a few leading democratic journals of the
North assailed the action of the convention. 'lire indicationsare indeed quite encouraging in favor of the continuedharmony of the great body of the national demon
racy on this question. Bo fur as the sentiment of tho
northern democracy may be inferred from tire tone of the
northern democratic press, there is a very strong manifestationthat it approves and will sustain the action of the
convention, and the admission of Kansas with the constitutionwhich shall shortly be presented to Congress. Our
northern friends generally do not participate in, lint, on
the contrary, condemn and reprobate, tire factious clamor
which a few of their journals have united with the black
republicans in raising, because ot the non-submission nl
the whole constitution to the people. They are satisfied
that every obligation which may have lieen reasonably
held to rest upon the convention, with respect to the populardecision upon their work, has been complied with in
referring to the people the determination of the slavery
question.
Such is the tenor of the views which we find expressed

in a large number of the ablest and most influential dem
ocratlc journals of the northern States, and wo doubt not
they reflect the sentiments of the great majority of the
deniix'racy of that section on this absorbing question
As far as we are informed from the most reliable sources
in Washington in regard to the sentiments of the democraticmembers of Congress, there is every reason to feel
assured that the groat majority of them arc prepared to
sanction the action of the constitution, and to give their
votes in favor of admission. Let us not then indulge any
needless alarm for the liarmony of the democratic party,
nor allow any misgivings or suspicions to enter our intuits
against the fidelity of our northern brethren, who have
never faltered, as yet, in standing firmly and faithfully,
shoulder to shoulder, with us in defence of our constitutionalrights, t,.

OUR COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH FRANCE.
lVc have on several former occasions invited the

attention of our commercial readers to the prohibit- [
ory and restrictive character of the commercial legislationof France, and from tabular statements, nredi-
cated on the official returns of French commerce du-
ling tho past five or six years, we have endeavored if1
to point out the immense benefits which would so

erne to both nations by abrogating the temporary If'
convention of June 24, 1822, and entering upon a

new caroer of commercial reciprocity, which would
invite the freest interchange of the products and
manufactures of tho two couutries, and tend to

strengthen the ancient and friendly relations which v

now so happily exist between them. Ever since the '

first introduction of the prohibitive policy in Franco, c

some two hundred years back, the genius of Colbert
would seem to have breathed its restrictive spirit
into the commercial systems of the various govern- 1

ments which have swayed the destinies of that coun-

try ; and although for years past some of the might- '

iest intellects, and at the present time, several of the >

most important and influential departments of the I a

empire, have vainly struggled, and arc still zealously 5

engaged in the most vigorous efforts to abolish obsoleteand onerous restrictions of trade, and relieve
the industry and commerce of the nation of the inn- 'I
bus which has so long pressed upon them, reformatorymovements and relaxatory decrees seem to be e

rather spasmodic than permanent- -the result of v

some critical emergency, rather than of any change a

in tho sentiments and policy of the government.
Our tiHpntiiin m ii.ir.iiii tlireriful f<» the* unliiori thin

morning by noticing in it recent issue of the New (
York Courier ami Enquirer some strictures upon tlmt j(
portion of the President's message in which the subjectof our relations with France is introduced, which
are characterized by a spirit of captious criticism,
utterly unworthy the grave character of the sub- i,
ject, and the dignified, statesmanlike manner in which
it is treated in the message. The particular passage ,

to which tho Courier aud Enquirer takes exception
is that which says : "It is, notwithstanding, much to
be regretted that two nations whose productions are (i
of such a character as to invite the most extensive 11

exchanges and freest commercial intercourse should
contiuue to enforce ancient and obsolete restrictions u
of trade against each other. Our commercial treaty »

with France is, in this respect, an exception from ()
our treaties with all other commercial nations. It
jealously levies discriminating duties both on tonnageand on articles the growth, produce, or manu- 0|
farthre of the one country when arriving in vessels U

belonging to the other." ^This is the statement which the Courier and En

jL


